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This measure is effective upon approval, with the new credit in section 2 and the 
expansion of the EECF tax in section 5 applying to taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2023. 

 
First, the Department recommends making the proposed tax credit in section 2 

nonrefundable, as refundable credits are more prone to fraudulent claims. 
 
Second, the Department notes that creating 12 new rate categories to replace 

the two existing single rates for the barrel tax and fossil fuel tax will require significant 
resources to implement the form and system changes and to maintain the system.  The 
Department recommends that, in lieu of creating 12 new rate categories, the existing 
framework (one rate for the barrel tax rate and one rate for the fossil fuel tax) is 
maintained, and that increases are made to these two rates. 

 
Third, if the intent of the bill is that the tax credits in section 2 of the bill will be 

paid for by the increased revenue from the tax increases in section 5 of the bill, the 
Department recommends staggering the effective dates such that section 2 goes into 
effect one year after section 5 goes into effect.  Based on the foregoing, the Department 
requests that the effective date of the bill be amended such that section 5 becomes 
effective on January 1, 2025 and section 2 applies to taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2025. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure.  
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petroleum contamination, contamination of the drinking water supply from Red Hill, and the 1 

recent diesel spill from the Maui Space Surveillance Complex at Haleakala.  The fund also 2 

covers operational expenses of the emergency response staff such as travel, purchase and 3 

maintenance of highly technical and sensitive equipment and personal protective equipment. Any 4 

reduction in the funding amount will negatively impact our operations and capabilities. 5 

 6 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.7 
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Chairs DeCoite and Gabbard and Members of the Committees:

 The Department of the Attorney General has concerns regarding section 2 of this 

bill and offers the following comments. 

 The purpose of this bill is to establish a "carbon cashback program, which sets a 

carbon tax on fossil fuels and returns an equivalent amount of the money generated by 

the carbon tax, less administrative costs, to Hawaii residents."  Page 8, line 18, through 

page 9, line .  The carbon cashback program would provide a refundable tax credit or 

cash payment.  Page 9, line 2.  Under the bill, a "qualified taxpayer" eligible to claim the 

refundable tax credit is defined, in part, as a "resident taxpayer" meeting certain filing  

requirements.  See page 13, lines 15-19.  Therefore, the tax credit will be available to 

resident taxpayers, but not to similarly situated non-resident taxpayers.  As such, this 

bill may be subject to challenge under the Privileges and Immunities Clause of the 

United States Constitution. 

"The Privileges and Immunities Clause, U.S. Const., Art. IV, § 2, provides that 

the Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in 

the several states."  Lunding v. New York Tax Appeals Tribunal, 522 U.S. 287, 290 

(1998) (internal brackets and quotation marks omitted).  "One right thereby secured is 

the right of a citizen of any State to 'remove to and carry on business in another without 

being subjected in property or person to taxes more onerous than the citizens of the 



Testimony of the Department of the Attorney General 
Thirty-Second Legislature, 2023 
Page 2 of 2 

 

  

latter State are subjected to.'"  Id. at 296 (quoting Shaffer v. Carter, 252 U.S. 37, 56 

(1920)).  The Privileges and Immunities Clause, therefore, "prohibits a State from 

denying nonresidents a general tax exemption provided to residents."  Lunding, 

522 U.S. at 302. 

To overcome a challenge under the Privileges and Immunities Clause to a law 

that distinguishes between residents and nonresidents, a state must demonstrate that 

(1) "there is a substantial reason for the difference in treatment"; and (2) "the 

discrimination practiced against nonresidents bears a substantial relationship to the 

State's objective."  Lunding, 522 U.S. at 298 (quoting Supreme Court of N.H. v. Piper, 

470 U.S. 274, 284 (1985)) (internal quotations omitted).   

The stated reason in the bill for the tax credit is to reduce the consumption of 

fossil fuels, thus reducing carbon emissions for a more sustainable environment and 

reducing local air pollution (page 1, lines 1-7), which may be subject to challenge.  It is 

unclear in the bill how the difference in treatment bears a substantial relationship to the 

State's objective. 

We suggest amending the definition of "qualified taxpayer" on page 13, lines 15 

to 19, by (1) removing the word "resident" from the definition of "qualified taxpayer," and 

(2) removing the various income tax filing status, as it is not needed.  The amended 

wording would read as follows:  

"Qualified taxpayer" means a taxpayer who files an individual 

income tax return.   

This would address the possible Privileges and Immunities Clause challenge by 

making the refundable income tax credit available to similarly situated resident and 

nonresident taxpayers alike.  Alternatively, if it is the Legislature's intent that only Hawaii 

residents should be eligible for this tax credit, we recommend providing more 

information in the preamble to provide a substantial justification for treating residents 

and nonresidents differently and explain how the different treatment bears substantial 

relationship to the Legislature's objective. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ted Bohlen Testifying for Climate 
Protectors Hawaii Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

The Climate Protectors strongly support SB1060. 
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February 14, 2023  

Senator Mike Gabbard, Chair  
Senator Herbert M. ÒTimÓ Richards, III, Vice Chair 
Committee on Agriculture and Environment  

Senator Lynn DeCoite, Chair  
Senator Glenn Waikai, Vice Chair  
Committee on Energy, Economic Development and Tourism  

Wednesday, February 15, 2023  
1:00 pm  
Via Videoconference  

RE: SB1060 Relating to Taxation (Strong  Support ) 

Dear Chairs Gabbard & DeCoite, Vice Chairs Richards & Waikai, & Members of the 
Committees,  

The Chamber of Sustainable Commerce (CSC) testi Þes in strong support of SB1060, 
which establishes a carbon emissions tax credit and expands the environmental 
response, energy, and food security tax to include carbon emissions.  

As business owners who believe we can strengthen our economy without hurting 
workers, consumers, or the environment, we urge this committee to pass SB1060. The 
carbon tax on carbon emitting fossil fuels will bring consumer pricing closer to what 
they would actually cost without $662 billion in subsidies the United States provided 
fossil fuel industries in 2020.  This would level out the playing Þeld for alternative 
energy options that signi Þcantly would reduce carbon emissions.  

Carbon taxes often disproportionately burden lower-income earners; however the tax 
credit structure included in this bill will offset this impact.  



https://www.econstatement.org/


Helen Cox, Chair 

Kaua`i Climate Action Coalition 

Kalaheo Kauai 

 







 

 
 
February 14, 2023 
 
 
The Honorable Mike Gabbard, Chair 
The Honorable Herbert M. “Tim” Richards, III, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment 
 
The Honorable Lynn DeCoite Chair 
The Honorable Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Energy. Economic Development and Tourism 
 
Re: SB 1060 and SB 1004 
 
Dear Sens. Gabard, Richards, DeCoite and Wakai: 
 
On behalf of the members of Airlines for America (A4A)1 – the primary trade organization of the U.S. 
passenger and cargo airlines – I write to respectfully oppose SB 1060 and SB 1004, which would extend 
the state’s environmental response, energy and food security tax to aviation fuel. While A4A opposes the 
bill because such tax increases negatively affect commercial aviation, we are also concerned that the bill 
appears to violate Federal law on the use of revenue derived from taxes imposed on aviation fuel. 
 
More Taxes Hurt Aviation 
 
Hawai’i is already a very high-tax state when it comes to taxes on commercial aviation fuel, and this bill 
would only make it worse. A4A estimates that the state has the ninth highest tax burden on jet fuel of all 
50 states. Applying the current general excise tax rates, fuel purchased at HNL is already subject to more 
than 13 cents a gallon in state and local taxes, and this bill would add more than two cents per gallon at a 
time when the price of fuel is rising. 
 
The specter of increased costs could not come at a worse time for the industry. Commercial aviation was 
hit hard by the pandemic, and the recovery has been slow. Ticket sales are rising, but demand for 
corporate and long-haul international travel continues to lag, leaving revenues depressed. Moreover, 
Hawai’i’s aviation sector continues to suffer. Through-put at TSA checkpoints in Hawai’i was down more 
than 22 percent in December 2021 versus the same month in 2019. 
 
Even in good economic times, aviation runs on small margins, and the imposition of added tax costs 
would mean less money to invest in cleaner and more-efficient aircraft, new routes and employees. 
Those investments mean more economic growth and, prior to the pandemic, aviation was a driving force 
of the state’s economy. In fact, commercial aviation is vital to Hawai’i’s economic health, more so than 
any other state. According to FAA statistics from 2016 (the latest available), commercial aviation 
accounted for 20.7 percent of the state’s GDP and 215,000 jobs, which was 23.5 percent of the state’s 
total. Overall, commercial aviation contributed a total annual economic impact of more than $30 billion to 
Hawai’i. 

 
1 A4A members include: Alaska Airlines, Inc., American Airlines, Inc., Atlas Air, Inc., Delta Air Lines, Inc., Federal 
Express Corp., Hawaiian Airlines, JetBlue Airways Corp., Southwest Airlines Co., United Airlines, Inc. and United 
Parcel Service Co.; Air Canada is an associate member. 



 
 

 
Adding a new tax to fuel would only raise the cost of doing business in Hawai’i, harming recovery for both 
the industry and the state, as well as jeopardizing the economic benefits that flow to the state. 
 
Federal Law Governs the Use of Aviation Fuel Tax Revenues 
 
Federal law requires that the revenue from any tax on aviation fuel enacted or increased after 1987 be 
used solely for aviation purposes. SB 1060 and SB 1004 would deposit aviation fuel tax revenues into the 
environmental response revolving fund, the energy security special fund, the energy systems 
development special fund, and the electric vehicle charging system subaccount. These accounts do not 
appear to benefit aviation, versus other state environmental and energy purposes, and would therefore 
amount to an impermissible diversion of fuel tax revenue. The Federal Aviation Administration actively 
monitors compliance with the federal law and can impose sanctions on the state including withholding 
Airport Improvement Program (AIP) grants or civil penalties.2 
 
A4A strongly supports these rules, agreeing with Congress’s intent that states should not burden air 
transportation with taxes to support unrelated purposes when passengers and shippers are already 
paying their fair share for the system through Federal taxes that fund airports and the management of the 
national air space. 
 
We respectfully urge you to reject SB 1060 and SB 1004 for these reasons. Thank you for your time and 
consideration of this important matter. If you have questions or need further information, please contact 
me. 
 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sean Williams 
Vice President, State and Local Government Affairs 
swilliams@airlines.org  
(202) 626-4007 

 
2 See 49 USC 47133(b); 49 USC 47107; and the FAA Policies and Procedures Concerning the Use of Airport 
Revenues, 64 Fed. Reg. 7696 (Feb. 16, 1999) as clarified by 78 Fed. Reg. 69789 (Nov. 21, 2013) and 79 Fed. Reg. 
66282 (Nov. 7, 2014). 
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SUBJECT: INCOME, FUEL, Adoption of Carbon Tax, Income Tax Credit for Low Income 
Ratepayers  

BILL NUMBER:  SB 1060, HB 1498 

INTRODUCED BY: SB by KEITH-AGARAN, AQUINO, MCKELVEY, RHOADS, Kidani, 
Moriwaki; HB by SAIKI (by request) 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  Establishes a carbon emissions tax credit. Expands the 
environmental response, energy, and food security tax to include carbon emissions. 

SYNOPSIS:  Adds a new section to chapter 235, HRS, granting a refundable tax credit to 
mitigate the effect of a carbon emissions tax on taxpayers.   

For single taxpayers or 
married filing separately: 

  

Calendar Year Credit Amount Plus additional per 
minor child: 

2024 $  65 $  30 
2025 210 100 
2026 360 180 
2027 380 190 
2028 420 201 
2029-2032 440 220 
2033 450 220 
2034 460 230 
2035 470 230 
2036 and thereafter 480 240 
   
For head of household:   

Calendar Year Credit Amount Plus additional per 
minor child: 

2024 $  65 $  30 
2025 210 100 
2026 360 180 
2027 380 190 
2028 420 201 
2029-2032 440 220 
2033 450 220 
2034 460 230 
2035 470 230 
2036 and thereafter 480 240 
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For married filing jointly 
or surviving spouse: 

  

Calendar Year Credit Amount Plus additional per 
minor child: 

2024 $  130 $  30 
2025 420 100 
2026 720 180 
2027 760 190 
2028 850 201 
2029-2032 880 220 
2033 900 220 
2034 920 230 
2035 940 230 
2036 and thereafter 960 240 

 

Defines a qualified taxpayer eligible for the credit as a resident taxpayer who files an individual 
income tax return, whether as a single taxpayer, a head of household, a married individual filing 
a separate return, a married couple filing a joint return, or a surviving spouse. 

Defines a qualifying child as a minor who resides with the taxpayer and is claimed as a 
dependent by the qualified taxpayer. 

Amends section 243-3.5, HRS, to rename the barrel tax the “environmental response, energy, 
carbon emissions, and food security tax.”  Raises the tax from $1.05 on each barrel or fractional 
part of a barrel of petroleum product to the following: 

Product 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035 2036 

Butane $4.26  $10.86  $17.73  $18.40  $19.09  $19.81  $20.55  $21.30  $22.08  $22.89  $23.72  $24.57  $25.44  

Propane $3.80  $9.46  $15.35  $15.93  $16.52  $17.14  $17.77  $18.42  $19.09  $19.78  $20.49  $21.22  $21.97  

Gasoline $5.27  $13.96  $23.00  $23.89  $24.80  $25.74  $26.71  $27.71  $28.74  $29.80  $30.88  $32.01  $33.16  

Diesel $5.95  $16.06  $26.57  $27.60  $28.66  $29.75  $30.88  $32.04  $33.23  $34.46  $35.73  $37.03  $38.37  

Kero–
sene 

$5.93  $15.97  $26.42  $27.44  $28.50  $29.58  $30.70  $31.86  $33.04  $34.27  $35.53  $36.82  $38.15  

Aviation 
gas 

$3.99  $12.22  $20.77  $21.61  $22.48  $23.37  $24.28  $25.23  $26.20  $27.20  $28.23  $29.29  $30.39  

Jet fuel $4.68  $14.33  $24.37  $25.35  $26.37  $27.41  $28.49  $29.60  $30.74  $31.91  $33.12  $34.37  $35.65  

No. 6 
fuel oil 

$6.46  $17.62  $29.22  $30.35  $31.53  $32.73  $33.98  $35.26  $36.57  $37.93  $39.33  $40.77  $42.25  

LP Gas $3.78  $9.41  $15.26  $15.83  $16.42  $17.03  $17.66  $18.31  $18.97  $19.66  $20.36  $21.09  $21.84  

Other $5.99  $16.18  $26.76  $27.80  $28.87  $29.98  $31.11  $32.28  $33.48  $34.72  $36.00  $37.31  $38.66  

 

Replaces the existing earmarks of taxes with the following (per fiscal year), with any excess 
going to the general fund: 

(1)  $1,116,000 to the environmental response revolving fund; 
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(2)  $892,800 to the energy security special fund;  

(3)  $1,116,000 to the energy systems development special fund; 

(4)  $669,600 to the electric vehicle charging system subaccount;  

(5)  $669,600 to the hydrogen fueling system subaccount;  

(6)  All taxes paid on gasoline or other aviation fuel sold for use in or used for airplanes shall be 
deposited in the airport revenue fund; and 

(7)  All taxes paid on gasoline, diesel, or other fuel sold for use in or used for small boats shall be 
deposited in the boating special fund. 

For non-petroleum fossil fuels, the tax per one million BTU is increased from 19 cents to: 

Fuel 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035 2036 

Coal 
(all 
forms) 

$1.29  $3.55  $5.90  $6.13  $6.37  $6.61  $6.87  $7.13  $7.39  $7.67  $7.95  $8.24  $8.54  

Natural 
gas 
(includ-
ing 
LNG) 

$0.80  $2.04  $3.34  $3.47  $3.60  $3.73  $3.87  $4.02  $4.16  $4.31  $4.47  $4.63  $4.80  

 

Replaces the existing earmarks of taxes with the following (per fiscal year): 

(1)  $49,000 to the environmental response revolving fund; 

(2)  $147,000 to the energy security special fund; and 

(3)  $98,000 to the energy systems development special fund. 

Deletes the current exemption for aviation fuel. 

Makes technical and conforming amendments. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Taxable years beginning after December 31, 2023.  

STAFF COMMENTS:  Carbon Tax Generally:  An economist from UHERO, the University of 
Hawaii Economic Research Organization, posted an analysis arguing that strong, decisive action 
such as a carbon tax is going to be needed if we are going to achieve the greenhouse gas 
goals.  “But without any specifics as to how we are to achieve [greenhouse gas] reductions – 
through a carbon tax or otherwise – it is largely symbolic,” she argues. 

So what is a carbon tax?  It is a tax imposed on the carbon content of different fuels.  Typically, 
it is due and payable when the fuel is either extracted and placed into commerce, or when it is 
imported.  At present, neither the U.S. federal government nor any U.S. state has enacted a 
carbon tax.  The city of Boulder, Colorado, enacted one by referendum in 2006; it applies at the 
rate of $7 per metric ton of CO2 and is imposed on electricity generation only.  Several European 
Union countries, Japan, and South Africa have carbon taxes. 
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Presently, we have a liquid fuel tax (chapter 243, HRS).  Like a carbon tax, the fuel tax is 
imposed upon import and entry into commerce.  So, PFM Group, the consultant employed by the 
Hawaii Tax Review Commission, in its final report thought that the systems and processes we 
now have in place to collect fuel tax in Hawaii can be adapted to a carbon tax, and for that reason 
concluded that a carbon tax would entail “[l]little administrative burden.”  There are, however, 
several important differences between the two. 

Both the county and state governments are given the power to impose fuel tax.  This bill does not 
repeal the state fuel tax and does not affect the counties’ power to impose fuel tax.  Rather, the 
carbon tax is to replace the barrel tax which is now imposed at $1.05 per barrel of imported 
petroleum product and on other fossil fuels based on BTU equivalent. 

The potential big losers will be the electric companies, because electric generation accounted for 
6.8 million metric tons of CO2 that Hawaii produced in 2013 out of a total 18.3 million metric 
tons.  However, the electric companies won’t simply absorb the tax, but can be expected to pass 
on the enhanced costs to anyone who gets an electric bill. 

Maybe it’s good for lawmakers to worry about the end of the world as we know it, which 
perhaps will be staved off by the social change the tax encourages.  But their constituents are 
worried not about the end of the world, but the end of next week.  Will their paychecks be 
enough to pay the rent, keep the lights on, or feed the family?  If the cost of simply driving to 
work from the suburbs is horrible now, just wait until the tax kicks in. 

And if you think the hammer of a carbon tax will fall most heavily on huge, faceless corporations 
like the electric company, the airlines, or the shippers, think again.  Businesses can and will pass 
on any enhanced costs to their consumers if they hope to continue providing their products or 
services.  That means our already astronomical cost of living could head further up into the 
stratosphere. 

Applicability of Tax to Aviation Fuel:  There is an issue as to whether this tax as applied to 
aviation fuel would be preempted by federal law.  The federal Anti-Head Tax Act, 49 U.S.C. 
§ 40116, prohibits any tax, fee, or charge first taking effect after 1994 exclusively upon a 
business located at an airport unless the tax, fee, or charge is wholly utilized for airport or 
aeronautical purposes.  49 U.S.C. § 40116(d)(2)(A)(iv).  Although the bill states that tax 
collected on aviation fuel is paid to the airport fund, there is an issue as to whether the “tax credit 
to mitigate the effect of a carbon emissions tax on taxpayers,” as the bill titles it, would be 
considered a use of the tax that is unrelated to airport purposes.  This would be a question of 
federal, not state, law. 

Digested: 2/12/2023 



https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billnumber=1060&billtype=SB&year=2023


https://wallethub.com/edu/states-with-highest-lowest-tax-burden/20494
https://www.thecgo.org/research/how-do-taxes-affect-entrepreneurship-innovation-and-productivity/
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/studies/effects-on-entrepreneurship-of-increasing-provincial-top-personal-income-tax-rates-in-canada
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/studies/effects-on-entrepreneurship-of-increasing-provincial-top-personal-income-tax-rates-in-canada
https://www.nber.org/papers/w7980
https://www.nber.org/papers/w7980
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2023/01/22/experts-hawaiis-economy-poised-slow-down-significantly-stop-short-recession/
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2023/01/22/experts-hawaiis-economy-poised-slow-down-significantly-stop-short-recession/


https://www.tfhawaii.org/wordpress/state-tax-resources/tax-acts-by-year/
https://taxfoundation.org/taxes-affect-state-migration-trends
https://files.hawaii.gov/tax/stats/stats/indinc/2020indinc.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/tax/stats/stats/indinc/2020indinc.pdf
https://taxfoundation.org/publications/state-individual-income-tax-rates-and-brackets/
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SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/10/2023 7:07:57 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Douglas Perrine Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support a carbon tax. 

 







SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/11/2023 12:06:44 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Best Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is the most vital environmental bill, though it complements others. It's the only one to 
reduce emissions, to get us to our goals and provide cleaner air, water, land for all creatures. The 
cashback feature means it's not painful financially and taxpayers don't foot the bill. PLEASE 
PASS it. 

 



SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/11/2023 1:15:15 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Steve Slater Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I support SB1060, the Carbon Cashback bill. We need to reduce greenhouse gases by any 
possible method, and Cashback is the easiest way to do it. Not only will it in effect take 400,000 
cars off the road each year in Hawaii, but it will eventually give a rebate of $1000.00 anually to 
an average family of four in our state. We need to reduce our net carbon emissions in 2030 by 
50%, and reach net-zero emissions by 2050. Carbon Cashback would be an important step in 
reaching that goal.  

 











SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/11/2023 11:25:05 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Barker Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Member, 

I respectfully ask that you support SB 1060 which is a progressive tax that will benefit low and 
middle income families.  
 
Thank you for your attention and consideration. 

Melissa Barker 

Kapaa, HI 
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Submitted on: 2/12/2023 12:38:35 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Azelski Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support. Thank you. 
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Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Daniel Amato Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB1060 

 



SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/13/2023 10:05:50 AM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John Latkiewicz Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support SB1060 and any other related legislation.  The Carbon Cashback framewok put a 
price on those involved with producing co2 emissions as well as deflecting those costs to 
consumers by providing cash back to consumers baed on the pricing of carbon. 

  

Again, please support SB1060 

 





SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/13/2023 12:29:51 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tamara Lum Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am a high school student and I support this bill. The time for climate action is now. Thank you 
for this opportunity to testify. 
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Submitted on: 2/13/2023 1:02:58 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dana Keawe Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

support 
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Submitted on: 2/13/2023 1:15:27 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sophie Pager Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a high school student in Hawaii and I support this bill. The time for climate action is now, 
we need to start listening to science and making important changes. Thank you for this 
opportunity to testify. 

Sophie  

 



https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/reports-to-the-legislature/2021/OCCL21-Hawaii-Climate-Change-Report-FY20.pdf
https://energy.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/HawaiiCarbonPricingStudy_Final_Apr2021.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/tax/stats/trc/docs2022/TRC_Report_2022.pdf
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SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/13/2023 7:46:44 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lei Crowley Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Lei, and I am a high school sophomore. I am testifying in support of this bill because 
I desperately need to see action from my local government that will lead to substantial progress 
toward a more sustainable economy and society. The immediate threat that the climate crisis 
poses is by no means a new concept, and carbon cash back is an economist proven tactic to 
exponentially reduce the island's carbon emissions. All I ask, as a young girl who has yet to gain 
the right to vote, but who has the ability to speak up for her beliefs, is that when considering this 
bill, take into account how little time our generation has left to fight for our future, and how your 
descision, whether selfish, or righteous, corrupt, or wise, will impact my children and your 
grandchildren and this beautiful world they may never get the joy of knowing. 
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SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/13/2023 8:24:00 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Conner Higashino Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB1060 as it's a progressive tax that will benefit low and middle-income families 
through an annual tax credit. At the same time, fossil fuel reliant companies would be 
incentivised to reduce emissions through the tax. 

 











11268 Williams Court 

Carmel, IN 46033 

lkane1250@gmail.com 

317-590-3517 

 

mailto:lkane1250@gmail.com








Full Carbon Pricing Study: https://energy.hawaii.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/HawaiiCarbonPricingStudy_Final_Apr2021.pdf 

Complementary peer-reviewed open access article published in the journal Climate Policy: 
https://uhero.hawaii.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Coffman-La-Croix-et-al.-Impact-Carbon-
Tax-Hawai-Emissions-and-Economy-CLIMATE-POLICY-2022.pdf 

Follow-on Study for the Tax Review Commission: 
https://files.hawaii.gov/tax/stats/trc/docs2022/Appendix_A.pdf 

 

https://energy.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/HawaiiCarbonPricingStudy_Final_Apr2021.pdf
https://energy.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/HawaiiCarbonPricingStudy_Final_Apr2021.pdf
https://uhero.hawaii.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Coffman-La-Croix-et-al.-Impact-Carbon-Tax-Hawai-Emissions-and-Economy-CLIMATE-POLICY-2022.pdf
https://uhero.hawaii.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Coffman-La-Croix-et-al.-Impact-Carbon-Tax-Hawai-Emissions-and-Economy-CLIMATE-POLICY-2022.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/tax/stats/trc/docs2022/Appendix_A.pdf




SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/14/2023 11:45:41 AM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sarah Roper Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Members of the Energy & Environmental Protection Committee, 

Thank you for hearing SB1060. 

I support SB1060 because it will reduce carbon emissions, place a tax on companies that import 
fossil fuels into Hawai'i, and benefit families through an annual refundable tax credit. 

SB1060 is a progressive tax and will benefit low- and middle-income families. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sarah Roper, Honolulu, Hawai'i 

 







SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/11/2023 2:41:18 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Golojuch Jr Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senators, 
 
We already pay the barrel tax and this new tax will just be passed along to the consumers, which 
in turn will negatively impact the poor & middle class the most.  
 
So for these reasons I ask that you hold this bill in committee.  
 
Mahalo,  
 
Michael J. Golojuch, Jr.  

 



SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/13/2023 11:48:07 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cara Soto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose sb1060. This is a waste of tax dollars at our childrens expense.  

 



https://fee.org/articles/the-growing-abundance-of-fossil-fuels/
https://thepracticalplanter.com/can-plants-survive-without-carbon-dioxide/
https://www.livescience.com/44330-jurassic-dinosaur-carbon-dioxide.html


  

As elected officials, Hawaii residents expect their Senators and Representatives to implement 
measures making our lives better, not degrade our standard of living as this bill would do. 

  

Do not pass SB1060.  Vote NO. 

 



SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/14/2023 10:14:25 AM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Donna Thompson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill, carbon dioxide is not the problem. It is our corrupt non government 
organizations such as the United Nations and the World Economic Forum that perpetuate bought 
and paid for junk science to gain control over the masses. Plants turn C02 into O2, that is basic 
level science that was hijacked. Electric vehicles are NOT sustainable for a variety of reasons. 
Why are all the global warming alarmists such as Al Gore and John Kerry buying beach front 
villas? Our representatives should be proposing bills that allows for a transition phase, moving 
from fossil fuels to innovations that are truely sustainable and stop surpressing technologies that 
can truely make a difference. Now is the time to stop the corruption. 
https://siriusdisclosure.com/suppressed-energy-technologies/ 

 



SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/14/2023 11:50:06 AM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michdelle Melendez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Plz DO NOT vote this through. These taxes will not help and there is more proof that the climate 
change is not what mainstream media is telling us. Please stop this.  

 



SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/10/2023 7:47:48 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrew Crossland Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this Bill. 

 



SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/13/2023 3:25:30 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lisa Toriki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill.  This "tax" will be passed on to Hawaii residents and business which 
will  negitavely affect the cost of goods and services throughout the State.  Residents of this State 
are already overtaxed.  In addition, due to shipping costs and the current state of the US 
economy, our electric, food, goods and services are already outrageously high and this will raise 
these costs even higher.  The "revenue" which this tax supposedly will raise is purportedly to be 
returned to residents via a "tax credit" .  This "tax credit" is not dollar for dollar of revenue raised 
and does not adjust for the additional cost this will place on our goods, services, esp utilities, 
which will place and even heavier burden on the people of this State.  If you sincerely want to 
move people off of "fossil fuel", then lower the price of solar systems and EV vehicles so that 
everyone can afford to purchase them. Otherwise, this just sounds like a State money grab.    

 



SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/14/2023 4:51:19 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nori Tarui Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am testifying as an economist at UH (and UHERO), with an expertise in environmental 
economics and the economics of climate change in particular and with a record of publications at 
top academic journals on the topic. The State of Hawaii should pursue the way to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions with the lowest cost possible to Hawaii's society. Carbon pricing is the 
best way for the State to reduce GHG emissions with the least cost. Some people may wonder if 
increased prices in energy-intensive goods and services, such as gasoline and electricity, would 
harm the low and medium income households disproportionately. The proposed carbon cashback 
bill actually address this issue to make sure that the policy to reduce GHG emissions will not 
hurt LMI households. Any other policy that aims at reducing GHG emissions---especially 
through subidizing renewable energy---will end up being more costly than carbon pricing, and 
hence will place a larger cost burden on Hawaii's residents. I urge the Committee to seriously 
consider this bill, which would reduce GHG emissions efficiently AND equitably. Thank you.  

 

j.alania
Late



TO: Members of the Committees on Agriculture and Environment and  
 Energy, Economic Development and Tourism 
 
FROM: Natalie Iwasa 
 808-395-3233 
 
HEARING: 1 p.m. Wednesday, February 15, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: SB 1060, Fossil Fuels Tax and Carbon Emissions Tax Credit – OPPOSE 
 
 
Aloha Chairs Gabbard and DeCoite and Committee Members, 
 
Thank you for allowing the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 1060, which 
would impose and increase taxes on fossil fuels distributors, distribute those taxes 
into several special finds and create a carbon emissions tax credit.  
 
Fossil fuel distributors aren’t just going to suck up these taxes.  They will pass it on 
to their customers.   
 
For example, as noted in the bill:  “In [which case] any case in which the tax is 
passed on, the electric utility may recover the cost of the tax through an 
appropriate surcharge to the end user that is approved by the public utilities 
company.” 
 
Higher costs will hit low to lower-middle income residents the hardest. 
 
It will also make air travel more expensive and take government resources to 
implement and enforce. 
 
Please vote “no” on SB 1060.   
 
 

j.alania
Late



SB-1060 
Submitted on: 2/15/2023 8:30:17 AM 
Testimony for EET on 2/15/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stella Blue Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. We don't need this! Please listen to the people you are suppose to represent! 
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